The Hogline

April, 2011

From the pen of the Prez…….  Jim Frederick

To our valued members:

     
First of all, I would like to thank all of you who volunteered at the Brier in London this year. Thank you to Peter, Ann and Ted from our club on the host committee as well as Christine and Rod for their efforts in running the 50/50 lottery. Numbers are being finalized, but preliminary figures indicate the 50/50 lottery will have raised approximately $6,000 for our junior program, as well as the junior programs of Highland, Ilderton & London and around $20,000 for the scholarship fund. Our club stepped in and ran the 50/50 when licensing issues arose and I am pleased that our efforts paid off. Also, I understand we had some St. Thomas winners of the 50/50.
     
A few people have asked me where our grant application to the Enabling Accessibility Fund stands. I imagine that the Federal election call complicates these types of things, but we have received a letter indicating that the submission will be reviewed and that we will hear something in the spring.

     
I would like to congratulate those who have been elected to the Board of Directors as well as those not quite as lucky. I would encourage those who are unsuccessful this time to be ready for next year and also to get involved at some level on a committee. Please let Larry Jenner or me know where you would like to help out.

   
 I would also like to thank Tom, Joan, Shawn and Rod who are leaving the Board. Thank you for your efforts and support.

I would like to thank the Board and members for their support this year. I feel we have had a wonderful year. Financially we are having a good year and particularly the bar operations have been on the upswing. I believe this is a reflection of the upswing in the social side of the curling club with the particular successes of the Wednesday and Friday night mixed leagues. The competitive curling side seems to be where we are struggling.

     
Best wishes for the summer, and please plan to attend the annual meeting in June.

Thank you.
                                                      Jim

Remember the 80’s?  This year’s Steakspiel asked some important questions of its participants.  Do you remember?   
 (Answers are at the end of the Hogline.)

     1.  Who played both baseball for the Kansas City Royals and football for the Oakland Raiders in the 80’s?

     2.  In 1984, People magazine devoted an entire issue (first time ever) to one performer.   Who was it?

     3.  How many world curling championships did Canada women win in the 80’s?

    4.  In what 80’s Bruce Springsteen video did Courtney Cox perform?
Thank You to our Brier Volunteers and 
St Thomas Curling Club

After 18 months and 10 great days the 2011 Tim Hortons Brier was a great success.

Read below just a few comments I have received on what a great job all the Volunteers have done. 

 “It was a fabulous event and we were glad we were there.”
Sharon & Byron Lindner

“I wanted to let you know that from a player’s perspective, and I have been to four of these things now (lucky), that I have never enjoyed myself more.  And while it is easy to have fun when you win, I think I would have felt like this regardless.

Everything was done so well.  The hotel was fantastic, the transportation was ideal, and the volunteers, fans and arena could not have been better.

I understand that you get out of life no more than what you put into it.  To create such an amazing event for all of us is a clear indication of the amazing work you and your team put into the Brier.
So, thank you, Peter.  I hope you have a vacation coming soon.  You deserve it!
Best regards,
Jon Mead, Team Stoughton

“I just wanted to send you a note thanking you once again for the fantastic job you, your committee and all of the volunteers did at this year’s Brier.  As you know the Brier is an event all curlers dream about playing in, not only because of the chance to be Canadian champion but because of the legacy of being a fantastic event on and off the ice.  This rich legacy can only be developed and expanded upon each year because of the hard work from people like yourself and all of the volunteers.  We as players truly appreciate all the work the organizing committee and volunteers do and we try and convey that to each and everyone throughout the event… we hope that everyone is aware how thankful we are.

I also wanted to personally thank you and the volunteers for the tremendous hospitality you showed to my parents throughout the week.  From yourself driving them (mom and her broken ankle) from the airport to their hotel late Thursday night, to all the gracious volunteers that drove and helped them at the arena the entire week, was truly remarkable and it made a great week even better. 

Thank you again,

Ken Maskiewich, Team BC

A special thank you goes to Ann Lapchinski & Ted Smith, both Vice Chairs for the 2011 Tim Hortons Brier for their hard work and dedication. To Christine Hale-Sanders, Jim Frederick, Cathy Hedley and all of the Board of Directors of the St Thomas Curling Club for their hard work in getting the 50/50 license. Junior curling in this area will appreciate your efforts for many years.

So until we meet again at the next championship or over a beverage at the club, thank you for making the 2011 Tim Hortons Brier a championship we will always remember.

Peter Inch, Chairman of 2011 Tim Hortons Brier   
Board of directors

2011-12

We welcome to the Board:
Jeanne Gray           Wayne Kelly

Andrew Pearson    Alwyn Verbeek

They join:  

Larry Jenner         Jim Frederick

 Paul Choma
    Diane Marcou

Don Marcou        Al McRorie

Christine Hale-Sanders

Thanks to all who took the time to vote for next year’s Board of Directors.
Some more trivial questions about the 80’s…...

5.   In 1985, Nintendo introduced the Super Mario brothers. What were the brothers’ names?
6.  Who was elected mayor of Palm Springs in 1988?

7.  What movie asked the question “Ever dance with the devil in the pale moonlight?”

8.  Who was the spokes-animal for 9-Lives cat food in the 80’s?

RENTAL REPORT

     
We have been busy again this year with outside groups using our club for curling and/or for the lounge. These groups provide added revenues for the club and potential new members.

     
 We have also been busy with schools coming to experience curling. So far this year we will have had 16 “learn to curl” school groups come to the club for instruction and practice. Our wonderful team of 9 volunteer members has put in over 200 hours of volunteer time, and helped about 215 students from grades 7 to 12 learn about the game. 

They do this to help promote the game and to protect our club and its ice surface.

Thanks to all those who help so willing with our school program. It couldn’t be done without your help.

Don Marcou

Rentals Chair

Men’s league

We had a great finish to our 2010-11 year.

Club Championship

The Jim Lyle rink with Ken Baute, Peter Hayman, and Kevin Breivik defeated the Shawn Buchanan rink with Clark Heard, Steve Orchard and Glen Heard.
League Championship

The Lloyd Harris rink with Mike Adams, Paul Choma and Ryan Matches defeated the John Lyle rink with Scott Johnson, Jon White and Robert Lyle.
Ernie Beattie Championship

The Barry Westman rink with Ken Rosevear, Dave Ferguson and Andrew Pearson defeated the Jay Futcher rink with Tim Inch, Gerry Cunningham and Roger Curtis.
Congratulations!  See you in October.

Bob Esseltine

Convenor

Wednesday Mixed League
What an awesome year!! 
The winner of the Red Flight was Team Orchard

Steve Orchard – Skip
Christine Gavey – Vice

Mark Jenner – Second

Tracy Satchell – Lead

 

The winner of the White Flight was Team Roberts

Gwen Roberts – Skip

Margaret Smith – Vice

Brenda Simons – Second

Ron Gowan – Lead

 

The winner of the Green Flight was Team Westman

Sara Westman – Skip

Barry Westman – Vice

Shirley Westman – Second

Bob Paddon – Lead

 

Dates to Remember for next year:  

Registration: October 4, 5 and 6, 2011

Open Mixed Bonspiel –January 21, 2012 
Have a great five months off and we will see you next season.
Phil James, Convenor
Ladies’ league
     How quickly our curling season has come to an end.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Ladies’ League Executive for all their support and the committees and volunteers for all that they have done.  I would also like to thank the Board for allowing us to use extra ice times for our Tuesday and Thursday Ladies’ Leagues.  To the ice makers THANK YOU.

     Our Tuesday Ladies League completed another successful season.  This year we were able to have two draws for the Tuesday Ladies starting the first draw at 9 a.m. and the second draw at 1 1a.m.   As we had fourteen teams that allowed every team to curl on Tuesdays with no byes.  Our playoffs were a round robin format allowing all teams to continue to play.  Marie Lowe’s team won the A division, Marg Kitchenham’s team won the B division, Barb Jones team won the C division and the D division was won by Sandy Ferguson’s team.  We look forward to seeing everyone return in the fall.  Thank you for a great year.

     The Thursday Ladies League had fifteen teams.  We used two days each week to complete the draws so that only one team had a bye each week.  We used five sheets on Thursday morning and two sheets on Wednesday morning and the occasional Friday when Wednesday morning was already being used.  After completing the Thursday Ladies League round robin Marilyn Graham’s team won ‘A’ division, Sandy Ferguson’s team won ‘B’ division and ‘C’ division was won by Marg Kitchenham’s team.

     Congratulations to everyone.  Even though we all can’t be winners of our divisions, we are all winners just for completing.  Without you we couldn’t have had a great year.

     Have a wonderful summer doing everything that you enjoy doing and we will see you all next season.

 

                                                Sandi Coombs

                                                                President

And a few more……
9. What year was Wayne Gretzky traded to the Los Angeles Kings?

10.  What were the names of Larry’s 2 brothers in the TV series “Newhart”?
11. What 1980 movie did Jack Nicholson state “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy”?

12. What pro football team had a rap music hit entitled “The Superbowl Shuffle”?

Women’s League 
     The Monday night Women’s League had a great 2010/11 season even with the decrease in members.  We had nine teams with one team with a bye every week. Ellen Luft was the convenor of this league with Godleif Devaere and Fran Bakker as her helpers.

     A very successful closing dinner was held on Monday April 11th.  Betty Ann Schleihauf was in charge of this event.  We had the privilege of having Mike Flynn and Viking Catering serve another delicious meal again this year.  A good time was had by all.

     “A” flight winner was Marilyn Graham’s rink, with Barb Peters, Joan Martin, Robyn Jackson and Deb Wilkin

     “B” flight winner was Amy Pearson’s rink, with Denise Cyr, Bernice Willemse, Charlotte Leddy and Diane Decraemer.

     The Burton Trophy is awarded to the team with the most points for the regular season.  The winner was Fran Bakker’s rink, with Godleif Devaere, Sharon Senior and Lindsey Groeneweg.

       The Wednesday Night League was convened by Cyndie Wells with Alwyn Verbeek and Lindsey Groeneweg.  Six teams began in October and 8 teams after Christmas with new members joining.  The teams remained the same all year which helped the skips become familiar with the curlers and guide them to a better game.   

     The top team for the Wednesday Night League was the team skipped by Fran Bakker with Kristie MacKenzie, Sharon Blaxall and Laurie Aaviku.

The Most Improved Award for Monday was Lindsey Groeneweg and for Wednesday was Sharon Blaxall.

     The Good Sport Award on Monday was Fran Bakker and for Wednesday was Alwyn Verbeek.

     Three successful bonspiels were run this year by the Women’s League.  Our Curlers Care bonspiel convened by Gwen Roberts was held on Dec. 4th.  This was a six-end game catered by the Senior Men.  All proceeds went to “Farmtown” a children’s day camp where children learn to care for animals and gain confidence in themselves.  

The Breakfast Spiel was held on January 23rd and was convened by Pat Quin, Godleif Devaere and Shannon Hagle.   This was also catered by the Senior men with a “chuckwagon” theme.
     Our Women’s Invitational Bonspiel was held on Saturday Feb. 19th.  The theme was a day at the beach.  Jennifer Barnes convened this bonspiel with help from her Monday team.  

We would encourage all members to invite friends and acquaintances to come out to Guest week in October to try this game we all love.  

Hope everyone has a great summer.

Marilyn Graham

President

KICK START

your 2011-2012 Curling Season 

CELEBRITY CURLING CLINIC
SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO WOMEN’S CHARITY CASHSPIEL 

Help Support the Care & Cure of Breast Cancer 
October 14, 2011—6:00 pm—7:30 pm 
London Curling Club

Cost—$50 
(First 48 curlers accepted with full payment)
Clinic presented by Jim Waite CCA National Coach,
Scott Arnold CCA Technical Coach and 
12 Star Curlers 

who will be participating in our 
SWO Women’s Charity Cashspiel. 
To book your spot, please contact: 
Joan Easter at (519) 668-2441 or aj120653@sympatico.ca 

Cheques payable to: SOWCC 

On-ice fun for everyone. (Women, Men and Juniors)  Delivery devices welcome. 

After the clinic all curlers will enjoy a Wine and Cheese Reception with the players

Bar Report
The 2010-2011 curling season has lead to another successful season at the bar.  Thanks to our members for your support not only in beverages but also curling supplies throughout the season.  We were fortunate to have the opportunity to purchase the left over Brier merchandise and offer it to our members.  Your support was fantastic!
I'd also like to thank our bar staff; Shirley, Teresa, Jacqui & Madeline.  Your smiling faces certainly helped to make the season a success.  As outgoing Bar Chair, I'd like to extend my personal thanks to the staff for your hard work & support is appreciated.  I'll be watching next year! 

Joan McGregor

Bar Chair

 

A Big Thank You
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the club for all their support over the last few months.  Everyone was so good to Jenny and me.  In case you haven’t heard, we are really satisfied with the results of her Liberation procedure performed in Rhode Island   Jenny is feeling a lot better.

Shirley Baker
Bar Manager
Lockers

Don’t forget to clean out your lockers.  You will now have to take your chances on finding the club open.  Staff will be around some of the time.  It is guaranteed to be open during the Annual Meeting! 
Steakspiel

For once, we can report on 2010-11 Steakspiel.  It was a great event with everyone having an 80’s rocking time.   Congratulations go to the overall winning team of Henry Mulders, with Bill Tait Sr., Bud Westaway and Bill Tait Jr. 

     
The best costume award goes to the team of Alwyn Verbeek for their Ghostbusters theme.     Where would we have been without Ghostbusters to keep us safe in the 80’s?!
Check out their picture on the club’s website.

Have a great summer (if it ever comes!)
See you at the Annual Meeting, June 15, 2011
1. Bo Jackson   2.  Michael Jackson    3.  6     4.  Dancing in the Dark     5.  Mario and Luigi   6.  Sonny Bono
7. Batman        8. Morris the Cat        9.    88         10.  Darryl and Darryl    11.  The Shining         12.  Chicago Bears       

